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The following article has been furnished us in manuscript, but whether 
it has ever been printed, we have no means of knowing. We are 
given to understand that it was written many years ago by a Bishop 
of our Church. 


THE LORD’S SUPPER THE MEDICINE OF THE SOUL. 

In Mark vi. 56 we read: “ Whithersoever Jesus entered into villages, 
or cities, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him 
that they might touch, if it were but the border of his garment; and as 
many as touched him were made whole.” 

What a blessed opportunity had these people of being healed of all 
their diseases! How happy did they think themselves in having Jesus 
Christ present amongst them! How good and kind was he, to go from 
oue place to another, that every body who had a disease to be healed, 
and who had faith in his power, might be made whole! 

We cannot but esteem this a mighty blessing, and wish it were our 
own case. Why now, my Christian brethren, it is our own case, and to 
much greater purposes. And we should certainly be convinced of it, 
if we were but as sensible of our spiritual disorders, as these people 
were of the diseases of their bodies; and we should, with as much zeal 
and faith in his power and readiness to help us, apply to him now he 
isin heaven, as these people did when he was on earth and amongst 
them. All that we want is to feel our disorders, and to see the danger 
weare in without his help; for then, we should, with thankful hearts, 
accept of the sovereign medicine which he has prescribed for the cure 
of all our maladies. 

Well then, how may we become sensible of our disorders and dan- 
ger? Let every one who desires to know this, look into his own heart, 
and ask himself some such questions as these :—Do I love, with all my 
heart, the God who made me, who preserves and gives me all that I 
want, or enjoy, or hope for?’ Dol fear to offend him, who, for my own 
good, has given me rules to live by, and has assured me, that if I do not 
observe those rules, I shall lose his favour, and deprive myself of greater 
happiness than all this world can give me? 

The true answer must be this :—I find myself prone to evil continu- 
ally :—of myself I am not able to resist the temptations to sin that I 
meet with;—I do many things which my own conscience tells me I 
ought not to do, and I omit very many duties which | owe to God my 

GOSS, MESS. VOL. XIII. 33 


—— 





























~ 
- 


[- «. 


= 


258 The Lord’s Supper the Medicine of the Soul. [Noy, 


maker, to my neighbour, and to myself ;—I cannot but be sensible that 
1 do not love God as I ought to do;—I have not had that regard to his 
commands, that so great a Majesty demands of me ;—I have received 
infinite mercies aud favours from his goodness, and have never thanked 
him for them ;—I have, times without number, broken his commands, 
without fearing what must follow;—I have little minded what his own 
Son has made known to us,—that a day is coming when God will judge 
the world in righteousness, according to our behaviour in this life; and 
that they that have done good shall go into life and happiness everlast- 
ing; and they that have done evil, and have not timely repented, shall 
go into everlasting fire. This I have heard a thousand times, without 
being awakened, or bettered by it; I cannot but see that every da 
brings me nearer death; that death is the end of my trial in this life, 
and that after that there is no repentance. 

Jesus Christ, in his Holy Gospel, assures us, that the moment we die, 
our souls are carried to places of happiness or misery, according as our 
lives have been spent here, there to remain till the judgment of the 
great day. Now, who is there that hears and understands this, but 
knows that every syllable of this is true? For these are not the sayings 
of men, but the words of God, the God of truth, who cannot deceive 
his creatures, but would have all men to repent. and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and of their own interest. 

And can any man hear these truths, and apply them to himself, with- 
out seeing the danger he is in without some help besides his own, and 
without laying hold of that help that is offered him by a merciful Sa- 
viour and Physician of our souls ? 

Do but look back to the text, and the history set before you for your 
consideration and pattern. All that found themselves sick and in dan- 
ger, made no delay, lest they should lose so good an opportunity of 
being healed of their infirmities. Wherever Jesus Christ came, they 
saw his power and his mercy to help poor miserable people ; and they 
besought him to heal them;—and he did so most willingly. They saw 
plainly that without his help they must suffer or die ; and they besought 
him,—they begged of him,—to heal them of their diseases :—Aud as 
many as did so, were made whole. 

Now, my Christian brethren, what have I set this history before you 
for, but to persuade you to follow the example of these diseased peo- 
ple? Not one soul of us will dare to say, Nothing ails me,—l am m 
no danger? ‘If we say that we have no siu, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us,” saith St. John, and so saith every mans own 
conscience, who will but look inwards. And what saith the Spit of 
Truth in tne Gospel? No wicked person can enter into the kingdom 
of heaven,—can inherit eternal life,—but shall be sent into outer dark- 
ness, “where there shall be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth.” Now, can any sinner, can any man who knows any thing 0 
himself, be easy under the belief and thoughts of this, until he knows 
whether there be any help for him or not ? 

Here, therefore, is seen the blessing of Christianity, which offers, 
which has provided a remedy for all our disorders, and for all our fe1s. 
“The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin,” saith the Holy 
Spirit of St. John; and our Lord Christ himself says, “verily, all sins 
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shall be forgiven unto men;” that is, unto those who are weary and 
heavy laden with the burden of their sins—who confess and forsake 
their sins, and, through faith in his blood, beseech him to help, and to 
heal them; and this with that sincere desire and earnestness, that these 
sick people desired to touch, if it were but the border of his garment, 
and were thereby made whole. 

This will lead us to consider how Jesus Christ has appointed us to 
apply to him for his help, and the cure of our disorders. For though 
he is gone into heaven, yet he is still realy and has promised to heal all 
the diseases of our souls, when we apply to him out of a true sense of 
our sad condition without his help and mercy. 

Jesus Christ, while he was on earth, had told his disciples and follow- 
ers, that he was the bread of life, “the life-giving bread, which came 
down from heaven, which if any man should eat, he should live for- 
ever’ —that ‘ this bread is his flesh, which he would give for the life of 
the world.” He adds, “verily, verily, lsay unto you, except ye eat the 
fesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and 
[ will raise him up at the last day.” 

These were, then, indeed, strange sayings to his followers. Some 
said, How can this man give up his flesh to eat? Others were offended, 
and departed from him. But when his time came, that he was to die, 
aud to become a sacrifice for the sins of the world, he explaimed him- 
self to his apostles when he appointed that ordinance or sacrament, 
which is called The Lord’s Supper. For then he took bread, and ha- 
ving blessed it, he gave it to his disciples, and said, ‘‘ This is my body, 
which is given for you.’”’ And of the wine he said, “‘ This is my blood, 
which is shed for you and for many: eat the one, and drink the other, 
inremembrance of me.” 

Then they understood, that when before he had spoken of eating his 
fesh and drinking his blood, as necessary to eternal life, he did not 
mean it in such a manner as they then understood it, but in a spiritual 
manner, as he now explained it, namely, that Christ is our life,—the 
food of our souls,—in this sacrament. As common bread is the food of 
our bodies, so this is the support of our spiritual life. 

He therefore ordained this sacrament to be forever observed by all 
Christians, not only as a testimony of his great love, in laying down his 
life fur his poor creatures, but as a way by which he would communi- 
cate to them al] the blessings he had by his death obtained for them, 
the pardon of their sins in this world, and eternal life after death. 
Happy, therefore, will all those be, who, after the example of these 
sick and diseased people, being sensible of their infirmities and danger, 
do go to him for help, and take all opportunities of going by faith to the 
Physician of their souls; he having blessed this very ordinance, for our 
help and comfort with a power of healing all our spiritual diseases, 

We see, that the very border of his garment, by his blessing, had the 
uirtue to heal all those thut, through faith in him, touched it, of all their 
bodily infirmities. And tiall we doubt the blessed effects of this holy 
ordinance to ever worthy communicant to procure for him the favour 
ot God—the pard a of his sins,—the assistance of God's Holy Spirit,— 
ind eternal life and happiness after death? 
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God forbid we should any of us doubt this! God can affix and join 
his blessings and helps to whatever he pleaseth. By his appointment 
a barren serpent healed all those that were bitten, only by looking upon 
it with faith in God’s commandment. By the very shadow of St. Peter 
many, we are assured, were healed of their diseases. And here, rh 
many as touched our Saviour’s garment were made whole. 

And it is thus that the two sacraments become means of salvation to 
ali such as with faith receive them. The water in baptism, with the 
blessing and grace of God, has power in it to cleanse us from our sins, 
And the bread in the Lord’s Supper, being set apart and blessed, be- 
comes the bread that nourisheth to eternal life. 

Why, then, does any Christian neglect this sovereign medicine? [t 
is every where to be met with, as Jesus Christ himself was when he was 
on earth. Wherever Christians live, whether in villages, or cities, or 
towns, or countries, they may have this blessed cure of their disorders, 
if it is not their own fault. Our Lord himself gives us the true reason 
why people are not sensible of this mercy which is offered them: They 
that be whole, that do not feel their disorders, and danger, will not be 
persuaded that they need a physician, but they that are sick. These, 
and these only, will be glad of, and look out for help. 

lor my own part, I am not ashamed to confess, that were it not for 
the blood of Christ, offered us in this holy ordinance,—were it not 
through faith in his blood,—lI should never dare to apply to the great 
God for the pardon of my sins,—for the assistance of his grace to keep 
me from ruining myself forever. My own reason, my own power would 
no more help me, or keep me from ruining myself, than these would 
keep a new-born child from perishing, if it were left to itself. And 
this, | am sure, is the case of every man living, of every soul that hears 
me. We have, every one of us, the seed of every evil, of every sin we 
ever heard of, lodged in our corrupt nature, ready to spring out upon 
every suitable temptation, if not hindered by the grace or providence 
of God. 

When we hear that such a man has robbed or murdered his neigh- 
bour, we wonder at it. Why, not one of us but would have done the 
same, had we been left wholly to ourselves, and to the temptation of the 
devil, and had the same occasion offered us, and God had not interposed 
his grace or his providence to hinder us. 

We easily see, and are very ready to censure, other people’s faults. 
Such a man, we cry, is covetous ;—such a man is unjust;—such a man 
is litigious ;—such a man is a drunkard ;—such a man is an adulterer ;— 
such a man is a common swearer;—though all these must know that 
God has forbidden every one of these sins upon pain of damnation. 

You do not consider why these people have fallen into these damni- 
ble sins, and why you yourself perhaps have not done so;—but itis it 
you should know why you have not; for, be assured of it, let a man be 
never so learned, never so wise in his own opinion, never so cautious, 
never so resolved against any or all these sins; yet if any shall provoke 
God to leave him to himself; if hé shall despise those means which 
God has appointed to keep us under his especial favour and protec: 
tiou,—there is not one of these sins but he is liable to fall into. An 
this is the reason why the spirit of God has given us all, even the best 
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of us, this caution :—“ Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall.” 3 ; 

Will any one of us, after this, if this be true, (as we are sure it is) will 
any man say, | hope I am in no such danger,—lI have no such ailments 
to be cured of,—I hope I shall be governed by reason,—my own sense 
of what is good and evil will keep me from such unworthy, from such 
jestructive and shameful vices. God help him that thinks so! Indeed, 
God must help you, or your danger is greater, your maladies and dis- 
orders are more deadly, than you are aware of. 

And were it not for the wonderful love of our blessed Redeemer, in 
laying down his life as a sacrifice for our sins, and restoring us to the 
favour of an offended God :—if he had not appointed these means of 
grace, by which we can plead before God, that his own Son has re- 
deemed us from the power of the devil, if it be not our own fault; if 
He had not obtained for us the assistance of an all-powerful spirit, to 
direct and assist us,—not one soul of us would be saved. 

And now, if after what has been said, and I hope believed,—(for we 
dare not say any thing but what Christ has commanded us to say and 
speak)—if, after what you have heard, you are not sensible that your 
disorders are many and great, and of very dangerous consequences if 
not cured,—there is no help for it, you must perish. 

This is not what vur merciful God and Saviour designed, when he 
appointed this Holy Sacrament to be observed by all that hope for sal- 
vation through his merits. He laid down his life to convince all man- 
kind that their souls were in danger without his grace and help. He 
appoluted this service, that they might not forget their danger, and that 
they might have a cure for their diseases, and their fears. Whoever 
will not accept of this remedy, there is no hope left for him. This 
being the only remedy for our sins, which are the diseases of our souls, 
the only medicine to obtain our pardon and the grace of God, to mend 
the corruption of our nature, to increase and confirm our faith, without 
which it will be impossible to please God, or to be made whole. 

In short, this is the only medicine to supply the graces we want,— 
the bread by which the life and health of our souls is to be preserved. 
It is as much the support of our souls, as common bread is the food and 
support of our bodies. These, and many more, are the blessings which 
every Christian may expect, who goes worthily to the Lord’s Table. 

But who, some will say, can be sure that he shall be a worthy com- 
municant? Let a man sincerely purpose and strive to amend what he 
knows to be amiss in himself ;—let him sincerely purpose and strive to 
lead a Christian life, for the time to come ;—let him firmly believe that, 
for the sake of what Jesus Christ hath done and suffered for us, we 
have peace with God, upon our own repentance ;—let him, with a 
thankful heart, remember the great goodness of God in giving his only 
Son for his sinful and otherwise lost creatures ;—and let him remember 
the sufferings of Christ, in order to redeem mankind from the slavery 
of sin and satan;—and lastly, let him be as ready to forgive others as 
God has been to forgive him, and as he hopes for that mercy from God. 
Every such person may humbly hope to be a meet partaker of these 
holy mysteries, and may return home healed of all his maladies, 

In short, let me observe to you, that Jesus Christ, the great Physi- 
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cian, comes to our doors, as he did to these people. All they that were 
distressed, and wanted his help, most readily and thankfully applied to 
him. There was no need to exhort and press them to go to him for 
acure. ‘I'hey were convinced that there was a healing power in him 
to cure them. Their faith in him cured them of all their diseases. And 
the same faith in his power, and the same sense of our disorders, and 
earnest desire to be relieved, will as certainly obtain the help we wish 
for the cure of all our disorders. 

And may the Lord pity ard awaken all such, if there be any such, as 
are so senseless and blind, as not to see and feel, that they want bis 
help every day of their lives! When once they are sensible of this, 
they will not need to be told how often they should go to him for relief. 
The oftener they go, the better it will be for them, if they go with a 
sincere desire to be made better. 

And be assured of it, Christians, it is with this spiritual food, as it 
is with the food of our bodies :—A man may fast so long as quite to lose 
his appetite, and thereby endanger his life;—even so, by abstaining 
from the Lord’s Supper, he may forget the wants he labours under ;— 
he may forget the wants and blessings of a Redeemer,—of the Physi- 
cian of his soul,—till he is past cure without a miracle, which he will 
have no reason to expect. 

And now, may we all, who, through the grace of God, desire and 
purpose to partake of this blessed medicine of our souls, be ever pre- 

ared to receive it worthily, whenever it is offered to us,—by resolving, 
through God’s help and grace, never to live in any known sin ;—never 
to act against our consciences ;—never to neglect the known duties of 
our calling ;—but to live in the fear of God, and to pray daily for his 
pardon and grace to do our duty ;—and that he may increase and con- 
firm our faith, for his mercy’s sake in Jesus Christ, our only Physiciai 
and Redeemer, to whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all 
glory and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON. 


The following, as the conclusion of a Sermon, was delivered recently 
in one of our country parishes. It had reference to the then prevailing 
sickness in our city: 

My Brethren :—God, in his infinite mercy, has hitherto spared us, 
preserved us wonderfully from this dread, this dire calamity. While 
others have been sorely grieved, sorely shot at, by this fell destroyer, 
we were let alone, yea, we were mercifully delivered. Buta voice ot 
warning is now addressed to us—the cry of alarm is not afar off. The 
angel of destruction still hovers over our devoted city: the phials of his 
wrath are not yet spent. Still another, and another devoted victim 1s 
marked as his object, at which he will suddenly shoot. He lingers un- 
willingly to depart. Perhaps the lesson of warning which he has been 
commissioned to teach her inhabitants, has not yet been heard —has not 
been regarded. Perhaps wickedness still abounds, and the love o 
many continues to wax cold. Perhaps the destructive scythe must 
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again go through, and cut down the strong and mighty which have been 
spared. Perhaps some lofty mark, the angel of the Lord must single 
out, ere men will hearken and consider, and return unto Him who has 
smitten them, and can again heal, and against whom they have so a 
hardened their hearts. Or perhaps he but lingers till he has receive 
a new commission to visit some other destined spot, some other long 
favoured portion of our land, that the “inhabitants thereof may learn 
righteousness,” and may seek after God with all their hearts. God 
only knows—God only knows, where next he may alight—where next 
he may pitch his tabernacle. God only knows whose house and dwell- 
ing place are secure from his visitations. ‘‘ Be not high-minded” then 
we beseech you, “but fear.” ‘“ Take heed;” if he spared not others 
who deserved punishment, ‘‘how shall we escape?’ “ Be zealous and 
repent.” Remember and return unto the Lord your God, every man 
of you. Arise, call upon Him, seek Him early, and in season, if so be, 
He may think upon us, and have mercy upon us, that we perish not. 
Set thy house in order, for thou knowest not when the day is, thou 
knowest not the time of his visitation; thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth. Preserve a holy fear before God; maintain a con- 
sience void of offence toward God and man; live in faith and daily 
penitence, and pray without ceasing, and who can tell if God may not 
be gracious to us, and may not turn away his fierce anger, and forgive 
our sins, though we deserve punishment! “He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins,’’ when we truly repent of them, “and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” It is certain that he has spared the truly 
penitent, and He can and will again spare all such. 

“Yet forty days,” says the prophet, “and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown!” but “the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed 
afast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least 
of them. And they cried mightily unto God, and they turned from 
their evil way. “ And God saw their works,” and brought not upon 
them the threatened destruction. It is certain morever that “the Lord 
is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” Witness his tears, when he saw 
the city of Jerusalem, and foretold the misery which should shortly 
hefal her for her iniquities. And hear also his impassioned words at the 
moment, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, and ye would not!:’ “ And ye would not!” let it 
not be written against us, brethren. Let us not be so insensible and 
harcened, so set against our duty and happiness, lest of us also it may 
haply be said, ‘ Behold! your house is left unto you desolate.” Oh! 
let us rather be found waiting and watching, and praying always with 
all prayer and supplication, whensoever the Lord shall come. 5o that 
whether He come unto us at “even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
‘towing, or in the morning,” he may not take us by surprise, but may find 
us prepared for the summons. “ Blessed are those servants whom the 
lord, when He cometh, shall find so watching.” 


_ “The wish is father to the thought.”” The wolf, when he was learn- 
ing to read, could make nothing out of the letters, whatever they might 
'e, but /am>. So the hearer, when his mind is filled with politics, mis- 
lakes the sermon for a political one. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
PROPOSED CATECHISM 
Teo be used by the Teachers in the Religious Instruction of Persons of Colour 
LESSON IV. 
ON THE COMMANDMENTS. 
(Coutinued from page 237.) 

You said, &c, Tell me how many there are? Ten. 

Which are they? The same which God spake in the 20th chapter of 
Exodus, saying, I am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

Who spake these commandments? God. 

To whom did he spezk them? To Moses and the people of Israe] 
for all mankind. Deut. v. 4, 

Where did be give them to Moses? Upon Mount Sinai. 

How were they at first written? By the finger of God upon two 
tables of Stone. 

What are these Commandments called? The Moral Law. 

What is the sum of the ten Commandments? Our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great Command. 
ment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two Commandments hang all the Law and the Pro- 
phets. Matt. xxii. 39. 

How do the Law and the Prophets hang on these Commandments? 
Because, if we love God and our neighbour, we keep the whole Law, 
for love thinketh no evil, and therefore love is the fulfilling of the Law. 
Rom. xiii. 10. I Cor. xiii. 13. 

What is meant by Exodus here? It is a part of the Bible. 

In what part of Exodus are these Commandments found? In the 
20th chapter. 

How long ago were they given? More than 3000 years ago. 

What did God say before he spoke the commandments? | am the 
Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 


house of bondage. . 
What does this teach us? It shews us, first, the authority of Him 


who gave the commandment, “ lam the Lord thy God.” 
What does it next shew? His goodness to his people, “ who brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” 
Is God as much our God as he was the God of the Jews? Yes, for 
we are his people, as the Jews were then. Rom. iii. 29. . 
What did God do for his people Israel? He brought them out o! 
the land of Egypt. 
What was the land of Egypt to them? A place where they were 
very badly treated. 
’ How came your forefathers out of the land of idolatry unto the land 
of gospel light? By God’s good providence. ' 
Who brought true Christians out of the bondage of sin and satan: 
The Captain of their salvation, the Lerd Jesus Christ. ' 
Which is the first Commandment? Thou shalt have no other Gods 


but one. 7 a 
What is forbidden in the first Commandment? To believe » ° 


worship any but the true God. 








v, 


of 
he 


vO 


ist 
all 


‘he 
the 


ght 
for 

of 
ere 
and 
an! 
ads 


. oF 


1836.] Proposed Catechism. 265 

What is it to believe in God? To believe in my heart that he is just 
what the bible says he is. 

Why must you believe in God? Because without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him. Heb. xi. 6. 

How do you break this Commandment? By loving or trusting in, or 
obeying any person more than God. Matt. x. 37, 38. . 

And how else? By loving any thing more than God. Job xxxi. 24, 
95, 26, 27, 28.° 

How many Gods are there? Only one living and true God. 

And who is he? Jehovah. ; 

What does the first Commandment require? That I should believe 
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and my God, and wor- 
ship and obey him accordingly. 

How should your belief in God make you feel? I should fear Him, 
for the bible says, “‘ Sanctify the Lord thy God, and let Him be thy fear. 
Matt. i. 6. 4 

Why should you fear him? Because he is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Matt. x. 28. 

Why should you fear that he will do sot Because he is a Holy God 
that cannot look upon iniquity, and there is no man that sinneth not. 

Will you always have to fear him in this way? No, not if F go to 
heaven, for there my soul being safe, my perfect love to God will cast 
out fear. 1 John iv. 18. 

But is this the only way in which you are to fear him here on earth? 
No, I should fear him with love, because he is so good tome. Psalm 
CXXx. 4, 

If you fear him in this way, how will he treat you? 

He will bless them that fearhim. Psalm xxv.14. Psalm xxxiii. 18, 
xxiv. 7, Ixxxv. 9, cxlvii. 11. 

How should you worship God? First, by giving him thanks, as St. 
Paul saith, in every thing give thanks. 1 Thes. v. 18. 

- what should you thank God? For all his blessings to my soul 
and body. 

To whet should his thankfulness lead you? To trust in him. 

Why so? Because as he has been good to me, 1 may depend that he 
will go onto be so. Isaiah xl. 9. 

_ How much should you trust in God? I should put my whole trust 
inhim for whatever I need. Job. xiii. 15. Psalm xxxiv. 22. Psalm 
xxxvil. 3, lii. 8, exviii. 8, Nahum i. 7. 

If you do so, what is his promise? “That he will save them who 
trust in him.”? Psalm xxxi. 30. 

And is there good even in this world from trusting in God? Yes, 
“He will keep me in perfect peace if I trust in him.” Isaiah xxvi. 3. 

How will you shew this trust? By calling upon him. 

And what is that? Prayimgto him. Phil. iv. 6. 

How ought you to serve God? Truly; that is honestly, trying to 
walk in all his commandments blameless. ’ 

How long are you to serve God? All the days of my life. 

And what if you do so? Then in due season I shall reap, if I faint 
not. Gal. vi. 9. Matt. x. 22. 

GOS, MESS.— VOL. XIN. 34 
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Which is the second commandment? Thou shalt not make to thy. 


self, &c. 
What is it you are here forbidden to make for a god? An image or 


any thing else. 

Can we know how God looks? No. St. Paul says, we ought not to 
think that the Godhead is like unto gold or silver or stone. Acts xyii 
29. 

What must we not do to the images, or pictures of other beings? We 
must not bow down to them nor worship them. 

Did God ever punish any people for worshipping idols? Yes. He 
slew three thousand of the Israelites for worshipping the golden calf set 
up by Aaron. Exod, xxxii. 28. 

Is it wrong to make pictures or images of creatures? No, we are 
only forbidden to worship them, 

What people know not the true God, but worship images? The 
Heathen. 

How many of these are there in this world?) Hundreds of millions. 

What do the scriptures call these false gods of wood and stone} 
Idols. 

And what do they call the people that worship them? _Idolaters, 

What reason is here given against worshipping idols? That the 
Lord our God is a jealous God. 

How is God jealous? He is displeased at seeing his honour given 
toanother. Isaiah xlii. 8. 

How does he say that he deals with these who hate him! He visits 
the sins of the fathers upon the children. 

What is meant by God’s visiting the sins of the fathers upon the 
children? The child takes after the parents, and is apt to have their 
faults. 

Is any thing else meant? Yes. Children brought up badly, are apt 
to turn out badly. Prov. xxii. 6. 

Is nothing else meant? Yes, we see that God often brings trouble 
upon the children of the wicked. Psalm xxxvii. 28. Prov. iii. 33. 
Jer. xxii. 30, xxix. 32, xxxvi. 31, xlix. 10. 

How does he deal with those whe love him? He shews mercy unto 
thousands. 

How doth he treat their children! He hath promised to bless them. 
2Sam. xxii. 51. Psalm xxv. 13, xxxvii. 25. Gen. xvii. 7. 

Repeat the third commandment. Thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain, fur the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain. 

And what does this commandment forbid? It forbids me to curse, and 
to swear. a4 

What else? To speak of God, and the things of God, in a tifling 
manner. 

What does it command youtodo? To use the name of God only in 
an humble solemn way. 

How do some people often break this commandment? By calhng 
upon God to strike them dead or dumb, or do some other horrid things 
to them. 

Do you sometimes break this commandment even when you are 


praying? Yes. When! pray with my lips and not with my heart. 
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How do men generally treat this commandment? They break it 
often and shamefully. 

Why? Because they thik nothing of it. 

But does this excuse them? No, for it shews they have no fear of 


God. 
But what does God say he will do tothem? That he will not hold 


them guiltless. 

What is meant by this? Thathe will surely punish them. 

Which is the fourth commandment? Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath day, &c. 

What does this commandment teach? It fixes a particular day for 
worshipping God. 

What day is that? The Sabbath day. 

What is meant by Sabbath? Rest. 

Why. was the seventh called the day of rest? Because on that day 
the Lord rested from the work of creation which had taken him six 
days. 

Need God have taken so many? No. A single word in a single 
moment would have been enough. 

Why then do you think he took so long? To make the work of cre- 
ation more plain to us. 

Was the work of creation any labour to him? No. For he is Al- 
mighty. 

Did he need rest? No. Isaiah saith, He fainteth not, neither is 
weary. Isaiah xl. 48. 

What then is meant by his resting? That he then finished his work. 

How many days in each week may we labour? Six. 

What should we do in those six days? All that we nave to do. 

What does this teachus? That every one has to work. 

How! Heartily, as tothe Lord and not to men. Col. iii. 23. 

What portion of time in every week must God’s Sabbath take up} 
One seventh. 

Do we keep the same day asthe Jews did? No. 

What day didthey keep? The seventh day. 

What day do we keep? The first day. 

Why do we keep the first and not the seventh? Because our Lord 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead on that day. 

Who changed the day? The apostles of our Lord. 

, a do we call the day that we keep holy? The Lord’s Day, or 
unday. 

May we do any manner of work on the Lord’s Day? No, except 
works of piety, necessity, or mercy. 

a are works of piety? Worshipping God and learning our reli- 
gious duty, 

What are works of necessity? Washing and dressing ourselves. 

What else? Cooking necessary food. 

What else?’ Journeying to attend Church. 

What are works of mercy? Nursing the sick, and helping the needy. 

What else? Feeding cattle, and preventing damage from storm or 
fire, and such like things. 

May parents make their children do other works than these on Sun- 
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day? No, for the commandment says, Thou, and thy son, and thy 
daughter, &c, | 

Ought masters and mistresses to keep their servants from doing any 
but works of piety, necessity and charity? Yes, for it says, Thy man 
servant and thy maid servant, &c. 

May their cattle work? Not except from necessity, for this com. 
mand says, Nor thy cattle. 

Who is meant by the stranger within thy gates? Any person not of 
our family who is with us. 

What does it say about such? That he must keep the day holy. 

What are you to do about him? Ilam.to try and get him to do so. 

What is the reason given for keeping this commandment? That 
God himself rested upon the seventh day. 

What did he do upon the first six days ? He made heaven and earth, 
the sea, arid every thing therein. 

What did God do for the Sabbath day when he had rested upon it} 
He blessed and hallowed it. 

What do you mean by dlessed it? He appointed it as a means of 
blessing to mankind. 

What do you mean by hallowed? He made it holy. Gen. ii. 2. 

Why did God bless and make it holy? That we might rest on that 
day from work, and spend it in religion. 

May you buy and sell on Sunday? No, the bible says we must do 
neither. Neh. x. 31, xiii. 15. 

Should you cook on Sunday? Only such food as is necessary. 

Have all people the blessing of the Sabbath? No, in Africa very 
few have it. 

Which are the only people that have it? Those who have the bible. 
Neh. ix. 14, 

How ought we to fee] to God for the Sabbath?) Very thankful. 

And how should you shew your thanks? By keeping the day holy. 

( To be continued.) 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


VARIAN A—No. 4. 


The celebrated Dr. Watts was, if a Calvinist, a very moderate one 
of the school of Doddridge rather than of Toplady or Hopkins, for ex- 
ample, he says, in his notes on the Assembly’s Catechism. Guilt of 
Adam’s first sin. This must at least signify an interest in that sin, so 
far as to be justly exposed to pain and sorrow on the account of that 
sin. There is not a word here of “eternal punishment” for Adam's 
sin. Again he notes. Original sin :—Evilinclinations which are born 
with every child of Adam since the fall. . Original righteousness :— The 
good inclinations that belonged to man in his first estate as God cre- 
ated him. 

Adverting to the usefulness of bible classes, “ the Missionary” well 
remarks :— Truly a most promising Missionary ground might be found 
almost at our own firesides. While’ we are delighted with the accounts 
of the eagerness with which the gospel is received by the South and 
West, the North and East, we are too apt to forget the indifference to 
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it which prevails at our own doors, The joy at the conversion of sin- 
ners seems to be in direct ratio to their distance. True Christian cha- 
rity, the fountain of missionary effort, should begin at home.” The 
game’ paper says :—“ The old-fashioned but inestimable practice of 
catechising is reviving in one at least of our dioceses (New Jersey.”) 
It has never fallen into disuse in the diocese of South-Carolina. In 
some of the congregations the catechising at stated periods has existed 
formany years, and hundreds attend. May it be introduced into every 
congregation, and honored by every one more and more. 

Mr. Jones, of Nayland, the particular friend of Bp. Horne, in his 
“Churchman’s Catechism,” has this question :—‘* What doth Christ say 
of the Church? Answer :—He saith, My house is an house of prayer, 
and that man will ever be found the best Christian who attends the 
Church more for prayer than preaching. It is no certain test of true 
piety, when a man runs after sermons, and neglects the great duty of 
public prayer. The itching of the ear is not a virtue but a distemper, 
often attended with many other dangerous symptoms.” And this ques- 
tion: —“* What provision did the Church make for preaching at the Re- 
formation? Answer:—The Church found it expedient to lay some 
restraint upon preaching as well as upon praying, and therefore provided 
an excellent form of sound teaching in the homilies, from which our 
congregations might still learn much truth, and be much edified.” 

You object that I preach “the Church” not “Christ.” I reply, I 
must preach Christ as he would have me. Union with the Church is 
not of course union with Christ, for he tells us himself that the Church 
is agreat net, which contains both bad and good. But he who is a 
good member of the Church, beyond all doubt is in union with Christ. 
And though there may be another way of being united with Christ, the 
way of God tells us nothing about that. ‘The promises of God, exceed- 
ing great and precious, of pardon, grace and glory are to the members 
of Christ’s mystical body, that is, his Church. In preaching “ the 
Church,” or exhorting men to join it, and maintain an union with it, I 
am preaching Christ in the manner prescribed by divine revelation. It 
becomes all ministers to bear in mind, that they are to declare the 
“whole counsel] of God,” and while they enforce the invitation ‘come 
unt» Christ,” to enforce also the use of the best means, yes, the ap- 
pointed means of complying with that merciful invitation. 

A correspondent of the “Christian Witness,” intimates as to the 
costly priestly investments in Durham Cathedral, that the wearing them 
would not be consistent with the renouncing “the vain glory of the 
world.” We think the mere wearing of gold and silver does not neces- 
sarily imply pride and vanity in the heart. Did not Solomon inno- 
cently wear all that “olory” in which we are told he was arrayed ? 
And may not the plainest garb cover a proud and vain heart? We 
understand by “vain pomp and glory,” the ovtward signs of pride and 
Vanity existing in the heart, and if these dispositions do not suggest, or 
are not awakened by costly dress, i¢ is not pointed at by the part of 
the baptismal renunciation quoted above. The same writer is full of 
admiration of the evening worship in the same Cathedral. I suppose 
he means night. Why some persons (the puritans in particular) have 
such a preference for the dimness of candle light, over the brightnes 
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of sunlight, we pretend not toknow. But assuredly no such preference 
is manifested at Durham, for the night worship and lectures there were 
for the benefit of those poor who could not be accommodated at the 
stated morning and afternoon services. We are a little surprised that 
“the Churchman” should re-publish the above sneer at our baptismal 
service, and this eulogium on a third service, to which as a general rule 
(there are exceptions of course) the Church is opposed, for in her 
liturgy only two services are provided, and the smallest hint in her for. 
mularies in favor of a third vice cannot be found. As to the riches of 
the Bishop of Durham, it may be well to state that the late incumbent 
died so poor that his wife has nothing to maintain her but a life annuity, 

“ The Church of England (says Hume) being a lover of form, cere- 
mony and order, is more a friend to prayer than preaching, while puri- 
tanical sectaries, who find that the latter method of address, being 
directed to a numerous audience present and visible, is more inflaming 
and animating, have always regarded it as a chief part of divine i. 
vice.”” The founders of the English Church (says “the Doctor,” in 1836) 
did not intend that the sermon should invariably form a part of the 
Sunday services. It became so in condescensivn to the Puritans.” 
Principles, it has been truly said, obey God; feeling obeys her own 


impulses. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


NOTE TO THE EPISTLE OF PHILEMON IN NO. 7. 

To men of candid minds, it would seem unnecessary to say any thing 
respecting the word dog, used in the Epistle, as in so many other .passa- 
ges of the sacred and not sacred writers, for slave ; but which fanatics and 
hypocrites (who never hesitate to lie) contend, means serrant. 1 have 
very lately met with two authorities of the highest order, and I subjoin 
them; not to deprive these sophists and disingenuous persons of their 
miserable pretexts (which some of them know to be false,) but to satisly 
the minds of worthy people who too often listen to whatever is thrown out 
by these audacious asserters. 

Among the fragments of Menander of which Terence has made so libe- 
ral and even literal use, occurs the following line: — 

Eyw 2, dsdov ovr, sbyx’ edeubepov, 
Feci é servo ut esses libertus mihi. 
Ter. andi. i. 

You were a slave, and I made you free. Whoever heard of making free 
any other than slaves —dzro? . 

The next proof of the classical use of the word dsX0g, may be found in 
the “Agesilaus” of Xenophon, who is supposed to have understood Greek 
at least as well as any of our modern “leaders of the blind—being them- 
selves blinder.” “*Omodag de rodsig xpotayayorro, apaupu aurdiv oda oshu 
Sscworns varnperses xpocsrarrey ofa Edsvdspar apyscs weidovros. Agesilaus, © /- 
Quascunque civitates ad se adtraheret, eis adimebat ministeria omnia quae 
cunque servi dominis prestant, et ea injungebat in quibus homines liber mé- 
gistratibus parent. That is, he substituted the law of apprenticeship 1" 
the provisions of what may be called the eode noir of these States a4 
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cities, just as the British Parliament has done in their Wes: India Islands, 
with the slight difference that the slaves of ancient days were qualified by 
colour, as well as education to profit by emancipation. So much for 
jovdog. The French bible translates the word by esclave. The Spanish 
bible has siervo, meaning, in both instances, slave ; and as that status was 
precisely what St. Paul recognizes in his letter to Philemon, it is to be 
regretted that the English version should have substituted the word ser- 
rant. If Onesimus had been nothing more, St. Paul’s affecting applica- 
tion on his behali, to his master (de¢worng) would never have been written. 


_— 
—_— 


NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Third Annual Report of the Bishop White Prayer hook Society.— 
This is a very interesting and useful document. “ Eighteen months 
ago, a few clergymen met to preach the gospel in the village of ' 
where there resided at that time, only two or three Episcopalians. 
They carried with them a number of Prayer Books, several of which 
found their way into a family, consisting of a brother and three sisters. 
They were laid with other books upon the mantle, and remained uno- 
pened until a minister of the Church to which the inmates nominally 
belonged, entered the house, and observing the Prayer Book, expressed 
his surprise that it should be in their possession. ‘ Do you know,’ said 
he,’ ‘what these people believe? look at their Baptismal service, and 
you will find that by sprinkling a little water on an infant, it is, accord- 
ing to them, regenerated ; then turn to the order for Confirmation, and 
you will perceive that the only thing necessary to complete the Christ- 
ian,is the imposition of the hands of the Bishop a few years later !’ 
The remark induced the persons to whom it was addressed, to examine 
the book for themselves. They became Episcopalians,—others follow- 
ed their example,—a house of worship was soon erected, in which 
there are now siaty communicants; and the very minister whose obser- 
vation may be said to have led to this result, is now applying for holy 
orders in the Church of which he spoke so injuriously.” 

“The Church of England,—the first and still the foremost in the 
missionary field,—undismayed amid the storm which threatens her 
national existence, is putting forth exertions greater than at any former 
period. The Prayer Book is a prominent cbject of her regard; and 
according to a late report of the venerable Society for propagating the 
gospel in foreign parts, it is about to be translated into the various lan- 
guages spoken in India, in the extensive empire of Russia, and through- 
out the Grecian Archipelago. New versions into the Dutch and Arabic 
languages have also been commenced ; the latter under the direction of 
alearned native of Bagdad.” 

“According to the Rev. Mr. Yate, ‘the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, as translated into the language of New Zealand, has been, 
le\t to the preaching of the gospel and the use of the Holy Scriptures, 
one of the most efficacious meats of Christian instruction. My mind 
ismore than ever convinced of the essential value of a liturgical ser- 


ae. to a people so uneducated, so unused to prayer as the New Zea- 
anders.” 








This last remark confirms the opinion of the experienced among us, 
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that for our coloured population a form of prayer is preferable to the 
varied services of the extempore mode. And we have an excellent hint 
to the slent worshippers of our long Christianized land, in the follow. 
ing statement :—‘ Another missionary, speaking of the same people 
observes, “ It was very gratifying, and I maysay truly affecting, to eee 
the native responses for the first time last Sunday morning. Never, in 
England, have I heard any thing to equal it. All the voices seem to 
join in, and keep exact time together, and the language with pure native 
pronunciation, is really melodious. A marked attention was manifested 
during the whole service. The impression produced on my mind will 
‘ not easily be forgotten, though I cannot describe it.” 

Surely it ought never to have been, and we trust it will not continue 
to be as here stated :—“ Until a recent period, Episcopalians have done 
comparatively little to promote the circulation of the Prayer Book ;— 
they have published and disseminated tracts, and have co-operated for 
that purpose with others, apparently unmindful, that they were the 
depositories Of one of greater value than them all, more likely to be 
preserved and read, and the ascertained usefulness of which loudly de- 
manded an united, vigorous, and sustained effort for its distribution.” 


Bishop Bowen’s Sermon on the Death of Bishop White.—Much as has 
been written on this theme, it is impossible to rise from the perusal of 
the Sermon before us, without a more enlarged acquaintance with the 
life and character, and a deeper impression of the eminence of its ho- 
nored subject, and of the obligations of gratitude to‘the “ Author of 
every good and perfect gift” on the part, in a greater degree, ot the 


members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, but also of all Christians, 
and we may add of all men; for such men “of whom the world is not | 
worthy,” are given to the world—their lives are an epistle to be “known 
and read of all men.” This is a Sermon which cannot be abridged— 
like those Sermons of “Chalmer’s.” Its force would be weakened bya 
translation, and lost in selections. It is entitled to be considered a part 
of the history of our Church, and its application, while it concerns every 
member, has a special claim on the consideration of all our rulers pre- 
sent andtocome. We hope, therefore, it will be read by all, and care- 
fully preserved, and its warnings and suggestions followed out, and we 
cannot recommend these more highly than by saying that, according 
to our humble judgment, they are such as Bishop White bimself would 
have addressed to them, had he not been restrained by that humility 
which made him “ esteem others better than himself.” Less to invite 
attention than to enrich our pages with them, we make the following 
extracts, to which we have prefixed what we deem appropriate heads. 

The Sulject.—“ We gather not over the subject of his memory, 
bemoan him gone. We come to it, or we are bound to come to It, 2 
the spirit of fervent thankfulness for the blessing and benefit, with 
which it is so replete. We come to it, not that we may embalm it with 
our tears. Tears become neither it nor us. We come to it as an inhe- 
ritance, that is our pride, our honour, and our joy.” * * 

“T have not contemplated or desired, to move you to any needless 
and unprofitable lamentation, that the life of this great and good ol 
man has at length been taken from the earth; but acquiescing with 4 
reasonable and religious submission, in this dispensation, already for 
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some years looked for, to induce you to attend me in the consideration 
of the blessing, which, in that life, the divine goodness has permitted 
us, as a Church, to possess, and the manner in which the sense of such 
a blessing should be exhibited and improved.” 

Important Facts——Who should write the life of Bishop White is de- 
cided, we trust, asit should be. ‘“ Although as well there, as elsewhere, 
the far greater proportion of the members of our Church were decidedly 
friendly to the revolution, yet there were about him enemies of the 
cause, to which he had, in the integrity of his heart, given himself, and 
with a self devoting patriotism. Before them he stood in the conscien- 
tious discharge of his ministry; and by the gentleness and purity of 
his conduct, mixed with a firmness which none could refuse to respect, 
and a fidelity which there was no possibility of gainsaying, he was 
throughout, the uimired and beloved Pastor of them all.” 

“Although possessed of these sentiments,” says Bishop White, “I 
never beat the ecclesiastical drum. Being invited to preach before a 
battalion, I declined, and mentioned to the Colonel, who was one of the 
warmest spirits of the day, my objections to the making of the ministry 
influential to the war. 1 continued, as did all of us, to pray for the 
king until the Sunday (inclusive) before the fourth of July, 1776.” 

“In a small company, of which the author of this discourse happened 
to be one with him, the conversation turned on Johnson’s celebrated 
pamphlet of “ Taxation no Tyranny,” and the boast, that it had heen 
unanswered and was, therefore, unanswerable. With an energy of 
manner, which he seldom used, and which evinced the still glowing 
sensibility of the venerable patriot, to the honour of his country, he re- 
marked, without addressing himself to any one in particular—* lam 
wre that I could answer it.” 

Among his faithful and able coadjutors were Dr. William Smith, of 
Pennsylvania, Dr. Wharton of New-Jersey, and Dr. Robert Smith 
of South-Carolina. 

“We magnify not, we may be confident, beyond their perfect merit, 
the claims of this honoured individual, in ascribing chiefly to his instru- 
mentality, the adjustment of oppositions of sentiment and character, 
political and ecclesiastical, which had seemed to forbid the possibility 
of unity among the members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
these States, at the commencement of their civil independence.” 

“It was he who distinguishingly asserted and maintained the claim 
of the respectable Bishop of Connecticut and his Clergy, to be received 
to a full participation with himself and others, in the transactions of the 
Church, and thus harmonized every thing.” 

With all historic theology he was extraordinarily familiar. In the 
works of both the Greek and Latin fathers, he was profoundly read, as 
indeed he was in every thing necessary to eminent ecclesiastical scho- 
laship. ‘Among his publications are expositions of passages of Scrip- 
ture applicable to the ministry in its nature and duties, designed for 
the attention of students of Theology, and to which all such may pro- 
fiably advert. His great work, consisting of Calvinism and Arminian- 
ism, a systems, compared with the Scriptures, especially the i pistle 
of Paul to the Romans, it has been said, by a learned dignitary of the 
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Church of England, “contains the marrow of all our English divines, 
on the subject.” 

Valuable Hints.— We may, with reason, doubt and hesitate, when 
men, however able and influential in the concerns of religion, would 
constrain our coincidence with them, by considerations having no clear 
authority from the word of God, by counsels in which human passions 
evidently mingle, and measures which bear not the unquestionable cha- 
racters of purity, and truth, and love. We may with reason consent to 
follow, where men are given to lead and influence our religious action, 
whom, like the first apostles of our Lord themselves, no motive actu. 
ates, but the divine glory in the good of men; whom no rule constrains, 
but that the word of God plainly furnishes; who come to us with the 
beauty of holiness, on all they think and profess, and propose and do; 
whom as no earthly interest of self had moved, no earthly interest of 
self has been seen to encourage, to distinguish or reward; in whom 
every heavenly grace and virtue combine to lure us to paths, which 
they, with unwavering steadfastness and unrelaxing perseverance, had 
trodden to the end of lengthened days in our sight; confirmed by the 
experience of years on years, in the conviction of their safety, and 
rejoicing more and more, in the good, which is the promised result of 
their pursuit.” 

** The Church of which you are members, needs, we are. persuaded, 
the influence to be perpetuated in it, of the principles, the opinions and 
the practice, of this distinguished minister of the religion you profess, 
in order to its unity, its prosperity and peace. We desire, we think, 
its welfare, when we desire that these may be studiously considered, 
and, with a fond adherence, entertained and cherished.” 

“ The Clergy know his deep conviction of the scriptural truth of the 
doctrine, the apostolic original of the discipline, the rational excellence of 
the worship, the well warranted propriety of the customs and _ usages, 
according to which, he continued, for so many years, to minister, with 
scrupulous and unvarying consistency. Will they see no argument in 
this, corroborative of the results of their own inquiry, at the proper 
sources, of the truth and excellence of what they are pledged to teach 
and to maintain?) They know the tender and fervent solicitude with 
which he sought and desired the unity of the Church, and deprecated 
its interruption by needless and ill considered deviations from the 
course she had prescribed for her ministers. Will they find In this, no 
argument restraining them from whatever, in their individual predilec- 
tions, or in an imagined expediency or benefit, may seem a better way 
than that appointed and set for them to follow? They know the wise 
moderation with which, however firm and steadfast in them, he enter- 
tained the principles he professed; and the charitable and just estimate 
which he was ready to make, of all that, in the opinions and conduct of 
others, was at variance with his own. Shall they, in this, not find an 
example worthy their imitation, when oppositions and collisions of 
sentiment, tempt them, in matters, not of fundamental interest, or chief 
and indispensable obligation, to unkindness towards their brethren! 
They know the moral magnanimity with which he bore himself, amidst 
the varieties of the strife of human passions, prejudices and interests, 
and the aversion with which he looked at scenes in which even ministers 
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of the gospel of peace would permit themselves sometimes to be found, 
of angry and malignant religious or social party.” 


See 0 OO. 


SELECTIONS. 
BISHOP WHITE’S PUBLICATIONS. 


Messrs. Editors,—{ submit whether you can publish among your 
Selections, any thing more likely to be useful than the following, 
from the Protestant Episcopalian, or render to the memory of our patri- 
arch any tribute more effective. A. B. 


List of the Publications of the Late Bishop White. Nov. 23, 1833. 
(The MS. from which this list was copied, had for its object the guarding against there 

being hereafter exhibited, as published by the author, any production which was not 

~ SERMONS. 

From St. John xxi. 24, on the Character of St. John the Evangelist, 
before the Society of Free Masous, December 27th, 1784. 

From Psalm xlv. 14, before the General Convention, June 21, 1756. 

From Deut. viii. 10, on the day before setting off for England : being 
the Sunday before the day of the Annual Thanksgiving, Oct. 29, 1786. 

From Deut. xxxiii. 7, on a day of Thanksgiving appointed by the civil 
authority, February 19, 1795. 

From Romaus xiii. 1, 2, ona Fast day, April 25, 1799. 

From St. John iv. 35, before the Geueral Convention, there being also 
the consecration of Bishop Benjamin Moore, Sept. 11, 1801. 

From St. Luke xii. 42, before the General Convention, there being 
also the consecration of Bishop Parker, Sept. 14, 1804. 

From 2 Cor. v. 2, before the General Convention in Baltimore, May 
18, 1508. 

From Habakkuk ii. 20, at the consecration of St. James’ Church, 
Philadelphia, May 4, 1809. 

From Tit. ii. 11-14, before the General Convention, in New- Haven, 
May 29, 1811, and afew days afterwards in Trinity Church New-York : 
there being at the same time the consecration of Bishops Hobart and 
Griswold. 

From Mal. i. 14, at the first annual meeting of the Society for the 
advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania. 

From Ex. ii. 10, before the Managers of the Orphan Asylum, March 
§, 1815. 

From Ps. Ixxxiv. 1, at the consecration of St. John’s church, Northern 
Liberties, Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1816. 

a rom St. Matth. ii. 16, at the assembling of the Sunday Schools, Dec. 

, 1817. 

From Rom. i. 16, at the consecration of Bishop Brownell, in New- 
Haven, Oct. 27, 1819. 

From Ps. xxxvi. 3, at the consecration of several churches; and finally, 
of Trinity church, Pittsburgh, June 12, 125. 

From 1 Cor. iii. 11-16, at an Ordination in St. Stephen’s church, 
Philadelphia, September 25, 1825. 

From Revelation, ii. 10, in St. James’ church, Philadelphia, at the 
consecration of Bishop Meade, August 13, 1829. 
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From Eccless. xii. 1, at the House of Refuge, June 4, 1823. 

From Ps. xxxiil. 1, in Baltimore, preparatory to the consecration of 
Bishop Stone. 

From Isa. li. 7, before the Convention in Delaware, in Wilmington, 
June 19, 1832. 

From Rom. xii. 1, published in the American Pulpit, May, 1832, 
From 1 Peter, iii. 15, before the Theological Seminary, October 28, 
1832. 

From Psalm xxiii. 4, published in the American Pulpit, Jan. 1833, 

CHARGES. 

At the Diocesan Convention, May 11, 1825. 

At the Diocesan Convention, May 18, 1831. 

Atthe Diocesan Convention, May 15, 1832. 

ADDRESSES TO THE PROFESSORS AND THE STUDENTS, 
ist Address, delivered July 20, 1822. 
2d - - - July 30, 1824, 
3d - - . June 29, 1827. 
4th - - - June 27, 1828. 
5th - : ° June 26, 1829. 
BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 

“ The case of the Episcopal Churches in the United States consider- 
ed ;” published in Angust, 1792. ‘Two letters in defence of ‘it, signed 
“‘ An Episcopalian,” written by the author, were published by Bishop 
Hobart, in 1806, in a book containing Documents of the Controversy 
with Dr. Linn. 

An Essay on Assurance, edited in 1813, in the Christian Journal of 
New-York, with Replies to two Reviews of the same. 

“Comparative Views of the Controversy between the Calvinists and 
the Arminians,” two vols. octavo, edited im 1817. 

* Lectures on the Catechism,” 8vo. edited in 1813. 

“ Memoirs of the Episcopal Church,” edited in 1823. 

“‘Commentaries preparatory to Ordination, edited in the ‘ Episcopal 
Magazine,’ in 1820 and ’21, and lately reprinted in New-York. 

A Commentary on the Passages in the New Testament, relative to 
the Gospel Ministry, designed tor Candidates for Orders, after having 
been read to a few Candidates, it was edited in part in “ The Episcopal 
Magazine,” for 1520 and ’21. That work being diseontiuued, the rest 
remains in manuscript. The printed portion is to the end of the Ist 
Epistle to Timothy. 

In ihe year 1807, I printed and distributed “ Thoughts on the singing 
of Psalms and Anthems in Churches.” The conductors of “ The Chris 
tian Journal,” then edited in Connecticut, reprinted it in May and June, 
1808, siuce that it has been reprinted by Mr. Armat, of Germantown. 

Au opinion reiative to a supposed Marriage, given in 1809. 

An Address at the University, on the introduction of Dr. Beasely, and 
Dr. Paterson, published in Poulson’s paper, Dec. 11, 1823. 

Concerning the Greeks, printed in Poulson’s paper, Dec. 11, 1622. 

A vindication of Bishop Seabury, published in the Christian Journal, 
January, 1821. 

Two Addresses to the Special Convention of the Diocese, in October, 
1826, relative to the choice of an Assistant Bishop. 
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An Address delivered at the consecration of Bishop H. U.Onderdonk, 
October 25, 1827. 

An Address delivered at the consecration of Bishop Benj. Onderdonk, 
November 25, 1830. 

Three Letters concerning the Lord’s day, published in the Protestant 
Episcopalian, Oct. 1830. 

SMALL TRACTS PUBLISHED IN OUR PERIODICALS. 

An Essay on Religious Societies and Prayer Meetings, published in 
“The Christian Journal,’’ New-York, 1819. 

An Essay on the pretended Imitation of the Kiss of Charity, published 
in the ‘ Christian Journal,’ New-York, in 1819. 

Remarks on Dr. Mosheim’s and Daniel Neal’s Histories, published in 
the ‘Christian Journal,’ New-York, in 1818. 

A Vindication of Archbishop Secker, ‘ Episcopal Magagine,’ 1820. 

A Catechism, on the Ministry and the Services of the Episcopal 
Church, ‘Episcopal Magazine,’ 1820. 

An essay on Lay Baptism, ‘ Episcopal Magazine, 1820. 

On Sacrifice, Altar and. Priest. Episcopal Magazine, 1820. 

Some smaller Tracts, published in the Christian Journal, New-York, 
1819 and ’20. 

Conversations on Baptismal Regeneration, published in the Christian 
Journal, New-York, March, 1823. 

At laying the corner stone of a building for the deaf and dumb, 
National Gazette, June 15, 1824. 

Defence of Bishop Hobart’s sermon in Rome, Church Register, Feb. 
11, 25-26. 

Primitive Facts, explanatory of Scripture, Church Register, January 
21 and 28, 1826. 

Concerning the Latin translation of the 39 Articles, Church Register, 
April 15, 1826. 

Of the Testimony of the Church to the Books of Scripture, Church 
Register, March 18, 1826. 

Of bowing at the name of Jesus, Church Register, January 27, 1827, 

A Toast, for the Anniversary of William Penn, Poulson, Noy. 9, 1830, 

An opinion submitted to the City Councils, concerning Stephen Ge- 
rard’s will: Poulson, January 26, 1832. 

Address and Prayer at the centennial celebration of the birth of Gen. 
Washington: Poulson, Feb. 22, 1832. 

Address and Prayer at laying the corner stone of a monument to Gen. 
Washington : Poulson, Feb. 22, 1833. 
Teeieasione in the Protestant Episcopalian, besides one mentioned 
above. 

A conversation between a Minister and a Parishioner, on the subject 
of Original Sin, vol. 2, p. 151. 

A defence of the General Convention of 1801, on the question of Epis- 
copal Resignation, vol. 3. p. 68. 
_ Of the effect of the proceedings of the Council of Trent, on the ques- 
tion of the Episcopacy, vol. 3. p. 98. 
_ Essay concerning Infallibility claimed by the Roman Catholic Church, 
intended for incipient danger of seduction : vol. 3. p. 416. 


Of the succession of the English Episcopacy, from the Greek church, 
vol. 2. p. 307. 
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Notices of certain periods in the English history: vol. 2. p. 423 and 
447. 

An argument in favour of Revelation, from its being the only source 
of the knowledge of God: vol. 4. p. 249. 

Expositions of certain passages of Scripture: vol. 4. p. 387. 

An Extension of the principle ofthe Charge of the Assistant Bishop: 
and in defence: vol. 4. p. 417. 

Now in the Press, {since published in the Protestant Episcopalian.} 
A Caution to the Readers of an [rish Gentleman’s Travels, 
An Appendix to an Argument in favour of Revelation. 


FELLOWSHIPS. 


Among the plans of benevolence struck out by the pious feeling, the 
astonishing enterprise, the fertile invention of the present day, we have 
not unfrequently wondered that the subject of endowments for fellow- 
ships should not have attracted more attention than seems to have been 
given to it in our country. 

As we write for many not familiar with this subject, we will, in the 
first place, state what is understood by fellowships, as we wish to en- 
courage them. To make the matter as intelligent as in our power, we 
adopt this simple mode :— 

Many young men of talents and sterling worth, of ardent piety—but 
perhaps of still more ardent thirst for knowledge, have found their 
way to college. It has been by great personal effort, and the aid of 
kind friends, that they have done so. By similar exertion, great self- 
denial, and continual bounty, they have reached the very point they 
had proposed, and find, after years of carefulness and great economy 
of hours, the honours of their alma mater are secured. Not a few—it 
must be a well known fact—consider the attainment of this point, as the | 
summit from which they are to look down on the expanse of the world ~ in| 
below them, and take any path they choose, to honour and to fortune. ~ out 
Some others—their numbers will increase—with more of the real love ~ of 
of truth, more anxiety to go beyond the vestibule of the temple of sci- | bay 
ence, have sufficient (iscernment to perceive, that the point just men-  — ! 
tioned is not that of such certain promise, but rather one at which they 
should apply the admonition, to “forget the things that are behind.” 
They see that they have but just learned the use of the implements of 
learning, and noted the greater outlines of the map of the ground over 
which they hope yet to travel. Their share of the domestic chart is 
gone. The promised fund of kindness is no longer to be applied to 
them. Instead of being inflated with their own confidence, they have 
found, as all sound scholars learn, that as men grow wiser, and better 
informed, they value less and less their previous acquirements, and feel 
as if their fund of erudition still were small. They have only tasted of 
the spring, and desire to drink still deeper. 

Let such young men as these be provided for by fellowships. Let cont 
the wealthy provide means for sustaining them for one or many yeats, a fai 
as circumstances offer. The student remains for a term, it may be for auth 
years in his college or seminary devoted to his studies in all their rich first 
and varied bearings. As he enriches his own mind, he prepares for the Chri 
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where he keeps his rooms, and by the blessing of God, enriches the 
church that fosters his love of knowledge, truth and virtue. 

Is this a visiouary dream? Should not these days of fortune making, 
be days of munificence? Suppose a wealthy individual, wishing to 
erect a monument, better even than brass or marble, to the honour of 
his name, and to the love he bore to religion and science, should endow 
in bis favourite college, or theological seminary, a sigle fellowship, pre- 
scribing the terms of election to it, after his own nomination ended : 
what a fund of usefulness would be secured in that direction, forever! 
He might limit the enjoyment of the incumbent, for one, five, or ten 
years, or more. According to that most admirable system pursued in 
England, one condition should be, the celibacy of the incumbent, during 
the possession of the stipend. This would be a small one. There 
would be little required for books, or apparatus, and the seasons of va- 
cation could be usefully and economically spent, especially should the 
fellow be a clergyman; he might acquire a knowledge of the country, 
learn the habits of various society, give pleasure and profit to the 
church, and at the same time preserve the vigor of his constitution. 

The benefits of a plan like this, are too numerous, and too obvious to 
require commendation. Will the Gospel Messenger give offeuce in 
offering these hints to some of those who may look into its pages, and 
to whom God is daily teaching a.lesson of enlarged benevolence, as he 
fills their coffers, extends their fields and adorns their dwellings ? 

We wish our brother of the Churchman would take hold of this sub- 
ject, and it would then find the eyes of many rich and noble ones who 
never see our sheet.—Auburn Gos. Mess. 


1936. 


BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 


There are not very many passages, even in the writings of St. Paul, 
inwhose Epistles there are ‘“‘ many things hard to be understood” with- 
out careful consideration, which have perplexed more persons than that 
of the burial service. 1 Cor. xv. 29.—‘ What shalt they do who are 
baptized for the dead ?”’ 

A little attention may render this portion of the inspired word easily 
comprehended. It will not be denied that, in the language of the com- 
mentator Pyle, there is a difficulty “ in the precise construction of the 
original,” 

With this difficulty the pious and humble believer has no great reason 
totrouble his mind. He may leave the question of precise accuracy to 
the learned, and conclude with one of the most profound biblical scho- 
lars, that our common English bible will be found a safe guide to all 
those truths and duties which it should chiefly concern the private 
Christian to understand and practice. 

Inthis masterly argument and inimitably eloquent discourse of St. 
Paul, he is defending the doctrine of the resurrection, and evidently 
contends that it would be absurd to be baptized into the profession of 
a faith which recognizes the doctrine of the resurrection, if Christ, the 
author of this faith, had not been raised from the dead. He being “the 
first fruits,” vy, 23, is to satisfy the believer that all those who “ are 
Christ's at his coming,” shall, like him, come forth from their graves and 
enjoy his glorious presence. To be a baptized Christian, and at the 
same time deny the resurrection, is an obvious contradiction. 
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The meaning of the apostle may be given in the shape of a some. 
what amp ified address; a if he h-dsaid to his Corinthian brethren:— 
You are Christians, having been baptized into a new life, believing 
yourselves to have been dead in sin before, and you were buried with 
Christ when the waters of baptism were upon you. You then renounced 
this worid, and professed your determination to rise into a newness of 
life, and thus.in this holy ordinance, you became, or should have be- 
come spiritually dead to the desires of the world and the flesh, because 
you professed your faith in a resurrection to eternal life. In the ho 
of this resurrection you were washed with water, as an emblem of that 
purity after which it became your bounden duty to seek, in order to 
your admission to that state of exaltation and bliss. This was the very 
object or your initiation into the Christian church by the appointed 
sacrament of your divine Lord. Now, for such persons to question the 
resurrection from the dead is a manifest absurdity. One of the articles 
of your faith, the faith into which you are baptized, is that you “look 
for the resurrection of the dead;” and this article you can no more 
deny with safety than you can any others of that same formula of doc- 
trine. Can it be possible that any reasonable being would declare in 
so solemn a manner his belief in a Saviour who had died never to rise 
again? Would any one in his senses thus profess a faith the hopes and 
the particular end of which should terminate in the sleep of an ever- 
lasting grave? This would indeed amount to “being baptized for the 
dead’’—a dead Saviour, who, though he had raised his own body, could 
not raise the bodies of his true disciples. This would indeed be bap- 
tizing, or washing a human body “for the dead”—the dominion of 
darkness—the unbroken silence of an eternaltomb. Who would,inso ~ 
solemn an act as this, of baptism in the name of the triune God, thus 
make the institution of the blessed Jesus worse than an idle ceremony, 
and their own words and deed a mockery, and a record of their own 
hypocrisy ! 

These remarks we suppose to embrace the meaning of St. Paul 
when speaking of being ‘“ baptized for the dead.”—Audurn Gos. Mess. 


SYSTEMATIC CHARITY. 

We were so much pleased, not long since, in listening to a brief ad- 
dress from the rector of a parish in this diocese, upon this subject, that 
we asked the favor of a copy of it for our paper, and presume our rea 
ders generally will peruse it with pleasure and profit. To one point in 
it we would call serious thoughtfulness, and that is, if a more scriptural 
plan can be found, or one promising more extensive efficiency—let 
them present it for the consideration of the Church. 

Here follows the address :— 

My Brethren :—Our plan of “Systematic Charity” claims a brief no- 
tice this morning. It has been proposed that contributions to the 
“ offerings of the church,” for which you) subscriptions have been soll- 
cited, should date trom the first Sunday in June. In this case, Sunday 
next will be the appointed time for making the collection. The period 
embraced will include the offerings for four weeks. I wish it distinctly 
understood, however, that this is a matter, like the offering itself, pe™ 
fectly voluntary. My desire is, that this entire scheme should, in the 
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fullest sense of the terms, be a free-will offering, on the principle, that 
“God loveth a cheerful giver.”” Ihave submitted the plan, not because ‘ 


it is original or new. It claims to have emanated from an inspired is 
apostle, and to be as old as christianity itself, having been practised by ye 
the first Christians, in the first and purest ages of the church. Nor yet a 
; have | proposed it, because I am in any way wedded to this system, to met 
the exclusion of any other. It presents itself to me under the sanction 1! aa 
, of apostolic authority,—commencded by our own Church, assembled in ') 
General Convention—approved by separate dioceses—practised in | 
, some of these, and recommended by our own bishop, and our own Con- ; 
‘ vention—and in its practical operation, attended with the best results. ae 
y But “good people, if there be any of you, who can shew” a more per- iM y 
d fect system, or one more acceptable, “let him come forth in the name - ¥ 
o of God,” and make it known, that we may adopt that which is best. : 
, Defective the plan may indeed be, for an admixture of imperfection A MP 
k intermingles with every measure depending on human ageucy. Let i 
8 us, however, as others have done, give to this system a fair trial, as an i | 
4 experiment, to be retained or abandoned, according to its merits. It ‘a 
neither proposes to enlarge, nor to diminish your charities; God forbid 
° that your minister should presume to measure your benevolence; it if 
d only asks that you should do what you have been in the habit of doing— ZZ 
of what you acknowledge it your duty to do—upon system, and at stated i 
° periods. It is affectionately commended to your adoption, only, that 4 
d with a continual sense of your responsibilities before you—from an i : 
f intelligent conviction of your individual duty in the premises, you should 
. eigage in a prompt, a vigorous and united action in the holy cause of 4 
of Curist, and the souls which he has purchased with his blood. ; 
is All that your rector asks, is that you will give the subject itself a J : 
y ‘erious consideration, examine it in all its bearings, and come to a deci- ae 
os son with a full understandiug of its merits and claims. I am aware, q : 
al th it, connected as itis with money, it is too apt to be regarded as a mere i 4 
- m nied transaction. |] deprecate this view of the benevolent opera- i 
; tions of the church. Money is identified with them, only as a means, to 1} 
mend. I stand before you te plead this cause, with higher views, and ' 4 
a. wih nobler feelings. I regard it only as it relates to the glory of God, J ' 
4 the interests of the Church, and the salvation of souls. It is the cause, ri 
i asthe cause of Christ, and your fellow men, as immortal bemgs, which . 
in Iplead. And I feel that I should be unworthy of the station I occupy— 
- wiworthy of your confidence or your aflections—nay, deserving of your ae 
let condemnation—if I were not, with all the earnestness | am capable of, _ 
to bespeak your interest in this holiest and most exalted of causes. Oh! * 
give it bat your devout consideration, and reason and judgment will con- t m 
10- Aa Stain you to give it likewise your heart's best affections. Compared with j 7 
the this, eagerness of soul, body, and spirit, and all their powers and facul- 7 # 
sii. ties in the sacred cause of spreading the gospel of the Redeemer, with | a 
lav its glad tidings of pardon and salvation, through his peace-speaking if 
cod blood —money—all of this world’s goods, is but as the small dust of the n f 
tly balance. Lam free to acknowledge that | have no solicitude for the | ay 
sere result—I have no anxiety respecting its success. Putting forth our - 
the ‘forts in God’s name, and resting with firm affiance on his blessing, we 
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cannot fail of a prosperous issue. If I have anxious concern in this 
matter, it is for your sakes, under the conviction, thai that congregation 
is most prospered in things spiritual, which is most liberal in dispensing 
of its temporal good things—for it is written, that “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” And again, we have the promise of inspiration, 
that “‘he who watereth, shall also himself be watered.” 


CONVERSION, 

The following account of his brother’s conversion, is from the pen ot 
Cowper himself; a man whose own religious history is deeply interest. 
ing, and who, as this extract shows, was well calculated to watch and 
describe the progress of religion in the minds of others, In additioy 
to the interest which it possesses from its connexion with Cowper's 
name and family, it is of high importance in illustrating two things, as 
procuring causes under heaven of true conversion—patient perseve 
rance, and diligent self-examination. Cowper’s brother was willing to 
seek for the pearl of great price, with untiring assiduity, for five years: 
many in this hasty age, when men are doing almost every thing at sican- 
boat and rail-road pace, would think it a great hardship to toil for it as 
many months. It is the fashion, too, now-a-days, to try to become reli- 
gious by outward excitement. Cowper’s brother wisely sought to 
change himself, by searching into the recesses of his heart, and sveing 
what was the matter there. The issue we perceive was most happy. 
And so would it be in other cases, if inquirers would, after the inspired 
counsel, ‘“‘commune with their own heart, in their chamber, and lx 
still.” Some would rather commune with every body, eut of doors, and 
be noisy, and their religion proves vox et preterea nihil. “It pleased Bri 
God,” says Cowper, ‘to cut short my brother’s connexions and expec 
tations here, yet not without giving him lively and glorious views of a 





better happiness than any he could propose to himself in such a world T 
as this. Notwithstanding his great learning, (for he was one of the chief from 
men in the University in that respect,) he was candid and sincere in and 
his inquiries after truth. Though he could not come into my seuti- ant 
ments when | first acquainted him with.them, nor in the many conve! edge 
sations which I afterwards had with him upon the subject, could he be or fj 
brought to acquiesce in them as scriptural and true; yet I had no soone! orde 
left St. Alban’s than he began to study with the deepest attention those the 
points in which we differed, and to furnish himself with the best writers C0-€) 
upon them. His mind was kept open toconviction for five years, during denic 
all which time be laboured in this pursuit with unweared diligence, @ God 
leisure and opportunity were afforded. Amongst his dying words were withe 
these, “ Brother, | thought you wrong, yet wanted to believe as you destri 
did, I found myselt not able to believe, yet always thought I should Chris 
be one day brought todo so.” From the study of books, he was brought why t 
upon his death-bed to the study of himself, and then learnt to renounce nation 
his righteousness and his most amiable character, and to submit himse!! The « 
to the righteousness which is of God by faith. With these views hit vestm: 
was desirous of death. Satisfied of his interest in the blessing pv" evar 
chased by the blood of Christ, be prayed tor death with earnestnes: if wes 
felt the approaches of it with joy, and died in peace.” —Chureh Adre In ( 
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ON THE DEVOTIONAL USE OF THE CHURCH SERVICE. 

It appears to be a fault in the character of the religion of our day, 
that too exclusive importance is attached to preaching, to the neglect of 
the other part of divine service. Yet, needful as it is that we should 
hear of Jesus Christ and his salvation from the pulpit, this is certainly 
yot more needful than that we should have “‘communion with the Fa- 
therand with his Son Jesus Christ,” in prayer and in the holy eucharist. 
Che congregational use of our highly-prized liturgy could not fail very 
nuch to promote such communion. Every one must feel the great 
Jiference of the Church service when it is merely read over by the mi- 
sister and the clerk « the hearing of the congregation, and when it is 
used in behalf of and with the congregation,—all feeling their interest 
i the prayers and prais+s, and all evincing that interest by cordially 
and audibly uniting in the responses. If such were our practice, the 
service of our Charch would no longer be regarded as cold and formal, 
wd the best answer would be furnished to those who may bring this 
wcusation against it. Lt is therefore earnestly to be desired that each 
worshipper would charge it upon himself, or herself, as an imperarive 
duty, to promote, as far as possible, the devotional character of our 
service: —First, by diligently attending to the directions of the Rudric. 
secondly, by repeating all the responses, not omitting the ‘‘Amen’’ at 
the end of each prayer, in an audible voice. Thirdly, by joining in the 
aging, Wit) the best endeavour to produce devotional harmony. Let 
every one fee! that this is not a trivial matter, but one which is worthy 
f the effort; that we may wish with one heart and with one mouth 
glorify God our heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.— 
British Magazine. 

3 
CLERICAL VESTMENTS. 

The use of Clerical Vestments has prevailed in the Catholic Church 
irom the time of the Christian era to the present, not only in the Greek 
wd Roman branches of the Church, but even its reformed state, and that 
wt only in England, but throughout Europe. It is a visible acknowl- 
elgement, monument and declaration of one of the fundamental truths 
or facts in the economy of grace, viz. the establishment of a separate 
order of men to be entrusted with the guardianship of God’s word, and 
the government of his Church; and the custom has very naturally been 
c-extensive with the reception of this truth. But when this truth was 
denied, and such men as Brown and Muggleton began to teach that 
od had most literally scattered his word, like seed over the ocean, 
without any thing comparable to an ark in which to preserve it from 
lestruction ; that there was no such standing order as a ministry in 
Christ’s Church, but that one man was as much a minister as another; 
why then, of course, the order being abolished, the appropriate desiz- 
tations fell into contempt, as being at once frivolous and mendacious. 
The opinion, however, and the expression of it, in the disuse of clerical 
vestments were singular, even long atter the reformation, and were 
regarded by the most judicious reformers as one of the extravagances 


tweak and vulear minds. 


‘ . 
In (Geneva, whose orincinles have hecome a synonyvme among vs for 


te Westminster Confession, or the Saybrook Plattorm, the ministers 
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used to officiate in a gown and cassock, and Calvin himself and his 
contemporaries used to add a cap, but were never accused of Popery, 
except as above mentioned. The gown was used at the celebration of 
the communion, at marriages, funerals, and all similar occasions. 


PRAYER. 

The following very appropriate Prayer was used at the famous 
“ Council of Constavce.” 

O Holy Spirit, behold us gathered together in thy name, but sore 
afraid for the greatness and heinousness of our sins ; descend into oy 
hearts, and so direct us that we may undertake nothing that is not well 
pleasing in thy sight ; be thou our safeguard ; suggest our decisions and 
do thou bring them to effect. ‘Thou, who above all lovest equity, suffer 
us not toturn aside the right, nor in our ignorance to lose sight of the 
truth, nor through favour, partiality or interest, to be corrupted. Unite 
us closely to the favour of thy grace, to the end that as we are gathered 
together in thy name, we may be one with thee, and cause us so to 
temper justice with piety, that all our deliberations may be conformable 
to thy will and for our present and eternal salvation. Amen. 

=>) 


POETRY. 








THE SABBATH. 1 
From the Utica Gospel Messenger. 


Hail to the Sabbath’s earliest prime, 
Sweet hour of holy rest! 

Which, even before the Sabbath chime, 
Proclains the day is blest; 

Blest by his voice who first surveyed 
The wonders his own hand has made. 

And shed o’er nature’s smiling face, 
The last, best blessing of his grace 


Hail to the Sabbath’s earliest sound! 
That meets my waking ear; 

In each still whisper floating round, 
My Saviour’s voice 1 hear; 

As when returned from conquer’d foes, 
In gentlest majesty he rose, 

And in soft tones of heavenly peace, 
Bade huinan sins and sorrows cease 


Hail to the orient pledge of day! 
That gems the brow of night, 

And heralds, with its silver ray, 
The first faint gleams of light; 

Thus may the day-spring from above, 
Brigit harbinger of light and love, 
Chase from this heart the shades of fear. 

And tell of brighter glories near. 


All hail to the majestic sun! 
That mounts lis glittering throne, 
Joying his upward course to run, 
And make the world his own; 
Thus o’er my soul’s unclouded skies, 
Great sun of Righteousness, arise, 
And make. through beaven’s unchanging year 
One everlasting Sabbath there. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
From the Christian Watchman. 


Unmindful of a Saviour’s dying love, 

They varn’d their feet away.—Alas! they knew 
Not what they did. 
The door was shut, and the white cloth which hid 
The symbols of his body and his blood, 

With reverend hand, removed. The little band 
Of worshippers in silence drew around 

The sacramental board. Nosound was there— 
[t seem’d as if, by mighty hand, unseen, 

The house of God had been removed tar, far 
Away from the abodes of men, and all 

The busy world shutout. And as they look’d 
Upon the sad memorials, methought 

Isaw them slowly marching up the hill 

Of Calvary, and pausing as they pass’d 

The bleeding cross, to wipe away the tear 

Of penitence, and then, in mournful train, 

To look into the sepulehre. He is 

Not there.—Lo, he is risen and gone up 

To heaven's high court to intercede for you 








The man of God arose, and ere he brake 

The bread, he spake of Moses, whom the Lord 
Sent up to Pisgah’s top, and bade him look 
Toward the promised land. Far off he saw, 
Spread ont beneath the sun. the verdant plains 
And thousand hills, cover’d with flocks and herds— 
Its rivers flowing down with milk—and trees 

And rocks with honey drop ping.—Eshcol’s grapes 
In heavy clusters hanging.—Mount Zion, 

In clear perspective crown’d with God’s delight 
The holy temple—and the rising star 

Of Bethlehem, hope of a guilty world. 

“ But here,” he said, “the little flock of Christ 
Miy stand upon a loftier, holier height, 

This sacramental Pisgah, and behold 

The heavenly Canaan as it lies outspread 

In glorious beauty to tie eye of faith. 

There is the new Jerusalem, and there 

The spicy mountains, and the river of life 
Flowing—there, the prototype 

Of Pschol’s clusters, never palling on 

Immortal taste—there is the bread of life, 

And there the hand that brake it first on earth, 

Your heavenly intercessor see, and let 

Your panting hearts go forth; and while 

You take these emblems, covenant again 

To be the Lord’s, and seal it with your tears. 

O, what a glorious eminence is this! 

O, what a prospect breaks upon our view! 

What unknown power bestow'd on mortal kex 
To look through death’s dark vaults, to that bright worlé 
W here bliss eternal reigns!’ He said, and brake 
The bread—new vows were made—the sileni tear 
Roll’d down the cheek.—the heavenly witness saw 
The seal, and said, Lo. Lam with you always. s 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIG NCE, 

Trinity Church, Edgefield.—On the 19th October, the recently organ. 
ized concer gation in this village was visited by our diocesan, and the 
newly-erected church consecrated to the service of Almighty God. The 
sentence of cousecration was read by the Rev. Dr. Gadsden; and 
after the regular morning service, in which the Rev. Mr. Shand of (Co. 
lumbia, and tiie Rev. Mr. Fowles, ihe temporary minister of the church. 
officiated, an appropriate and judicious discourse was delivered from 
1 Kings viii. 27, by the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen. In the sulemn services 
of the occasion, the numerous and respectable congregation which at- 
tended, appeared highly and universally satisfied. 

Thus the few members of our church in this village, who, though long 
deprived of the privilege of attending her service and ordinances, never- 
theless retained their attachments to ber institutions, have realized at 
leugth their hearts’ desire, and possess an edifice set apart to the wor- 
ship of God in the mode which they prefer. 

The tout ensemble of the interior of this little Church is surpassed in 
beauty and effect by none in the upper sections of our State, and, in fact, 
by none of like dimensions in any portion of the Union which we have 
visited. 

Acquainted as were most of the stated congregation, with our forms, 
the service during the past season appears to have been duly appreci- 
ated, and well attended; and its responsive parts to have been per- 
formed more generally and distinctly, then we fear is customary. Though 
without the aid of instrumental music, it is seldom that one, or another, 
of the anthems is not sung: and when the small, but well-toned organ, 
which is daily expected, shall have arrived, and its solemn peals are 
added to the vocal strains of the worshippers, there will be but few 
congregations of its size able to compete with this, in the due perform- 
ance of this part of the service. 

Thus fully prepared to pray, and praise and hear, it is earnestly to be 


hoped, that this little band of worshippers will not be compelled long mo 
to depend on any casual or temporary ministerial supply, but thai they, wh 
liberally sacrificing their worldly to their own spiritual good, and aided rs 


more effectually by those who are able and disposed to come up to their wit 
help, may regularly and permanently enjoy the services of the Charch. 
That, in the kind providence of God, they may soon be supplied with 
one, who will faithfully break to them “the bread that cometh down 
from heaven,” which by the ministrations of the spirit may nourish them 


unto life eternal, is our prayer. 


lis 
has 
how 
und 


Orphan House—On Tuesday, the 18th October, was held the Forty: gen 
Seventh Anniversary of this noble institution. A procession, formed at Vag 
the Orphan House in Boundary-street, consisting of the Clergy, the Dio 
Commissioners of the Institution, the Intendant and Council, the Orphans. 
with those who have the care over them, and citizens. After proceeding 
to the “Circular Church,” prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Post, and raise 
an address delivered by the Rev. Mr. Sewell. We were pleased that appr 
the speaker took strong ground on the necessity of religious education. and: 
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and the use of the bible in all our schools. Several hymns were sune, 
but the most interesting part oj the celebration was an address delivered 
by one of the orphan boys. It was neat and appropriate, and delivered 
ina very tasteful and happy mauner. It was difficult to suppress emo- 
tion, when he alluded to the destitute and mise rable situation from 
which they had been rescued, and of the gratitude to their kind bene- 
factors and tu God, which swelled their “ little hearts ’ 

This institution is indeed an honor and a blessing to our city. It now 
conains upwards of a hundred interesting little fatherless children. — It 
appears to be under the best regulations, and to be worthy of continued 
support and attention. We perceive but one deiect in its organization, 
which is the want of a Chaplain. This want is only partially and im- 
pe rfectly supplied by the clergy of different denominations, who officiate 
in turn every Sunday afternoon, and by the Commissioners reading 
service and a sermon every Sunday morning. It is clear that there 
should be a man devoted to this one object, who should study the nature 
of the infant mind, adapt his instructions to the capacity of the children, 
and be to them a spiritual father, watching over their morals, implanting 
right principles, and endeavouring to lead these lambs to Christ. We 
hope the difficulties now in the way may be overcome, and this charity 
be rendered complete, as far as human means can make it. 

It is interesting to know that in Ireland, religiods agitation within, pre- 
vails as much as political agitation without. The Romanist priest feel 
the influence of the same light, which is breaking in upon their flocks. 
Some have intimated that they saw no harm in reading the bible; and 
others have gone so far as to tel! their people from the pulpit, that they 
expected to find in each house a New Testament at their next visitation. 
The doubts and divisions which have arisen among the clergy of that 
communion are so remarkable, that they have attracted no ‘ordinary 
share of public attention. 


Popular Infidelity, by the Rev. Herman Hooker.—We can do no 
more at present, than recommend this as one of the most valuable works 
which has appeared for a long time. It will richly merit repeated pe- 
rusal, and careful and continued attention. All classes may read i 
with interest and profit. 

African M’ssion—Our Missionary Society has long desired the esta- 
blishment of a mission in Western Africa, but the want of missionaries 
has hitherto prevented the accomplishment of this object. ‘The want is 
now supplied so far as to provide for the commencement of a mission 
under the direction of the Board of Missions of our Church. ‘ihree 
gentlemen are engaged for this enterprise. The Rev. Thomas 8. Sa- 
vage, M. D., the Rev. J. B. Minor, and the Rev. John Page, all of the 
Diocese of Virginia, and lately of the Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Tracts—We observe that the American Tract Society proposes to 
raise $35,000 for their operations the present year. Among the items of 
éppropriation we notice $500 for the use of our missionaries in China, 
aud $1,500 for those in Greece, 
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Bristol College and Dr. Colton.—The following proceedings have beer 
sent to us for publication, by the Secretary of the meeting by which 
they were adopted. We believe that it is the intention of Dr. Colton. 
in retiring from the Presidency of Bristol College, to resume the paro- 
chial duties of the ministry. He will carry with him, we doubt not, the 
best wishes of all who have been associated with him in his late arduous 
and responsible station, for his happiness and success.— Epis. Rec. 

Ata meeting of the students of Bristol College, held in Pennsylvania 
Hall, on the 4th October, Mr. L. G. Noble was called to the chair, and 
Mr. William Heister appointed Secretary. The object of the meeting 
having been stated, on motion, the following resolutions relative to Dr 
Colton’s resignation of the Presidency of Bristol College, were unani- 
mously adopted :— 

Resolved, That we, the students of Bristol College, holding the learn. 
ing, talents, and official services of Dr. Colton in the highest estimation, 
have with regret received the intelligence of his resignation. 

Resolved, That in retiring from the station which he has held since the 
opening of the institution, with so much honor to himself and benefit to 
the College, he bears with him the esteem, respect, and grateful remem- 


brance of us all. 
Resolved, Thata copy of these resolutions be sent to Mr. Colton, and 


that these proceedings be published. 





EPISCOPAL ACT. 
ORDINATIONS, 
On Friday, October 7th, 1836, in St. Philip’s Temporary Church, Charleston, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Bowen admitted the Rev. Abraham Kaufman, Deacon, into the Hoy 


Order of Priests. 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 8. C. 

The Librarian reports that he has received the following Books as a present to the 
Library, from the Rev Paul ‘Trapier, viz :—Tables of Ancient Coins Weights and 
Measures, explained and exemplified in several Dissertations. By John Arbuthnot, M 
D. ietlow of the College of Physicians, and of the Royal Society, London—1754 1 vol 
quarto. Archaeologia; or Miscellaneous Tracts, relating to Antiquity: vol. 2. quarto, 
1773. Published by the Society of Antiquaries of London. 


MARRIED, a 
On the 18th of September, Rev. U. M. WHEELER, to Mrs. 8. E. M’COLLOL GH 
daughter of Major John De Witt, of Society Hill, 8. C. 


CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER. 
1. All Saints. 30 25th Sunday after Trinity. 


6. 23d Sunday after Trinity. 27. 1st Sunday in Advent. 
13. 24th Sunday after Trinity. 30. St. Andrew. 


ERRATA. 


jn page 228, line 11 from the end, for “ quality,” read duality. s 
‘* 23), line 8 from the end, dele the words “not on the score ef heaves 





